Feb. 20, 1952; Greenfield, Mass.
A pastor of a German Congregational church boarded a trainand took a seat near a window. Like most travelers he gazed at the scenery to alleviate the boredom of the trip. Flashes in the cobalt blue excited his eyes as a brilliantly reflective trio of saucer-shapes approached in V-format ion. The formation quickly slowed, the object in the lead braking faster than its companions so to form a line of three abreast when all of the objects finally came to a complete stop. After a ten second wait, the objects shot off to one side so fast they were out of sight in about six seconds. It was an astonishing performance.(NICAP UFO Evidence, VII)

April 17 , 1952; Longmeadow, Mass. (BBU 1124)
8:30 p.m. S. B. Brooks and chemical engineer J. A. Eaton saw a round, deep orange object fly fast and erratic, occasionally emitting a shaft of light to the rear. (Berliner)

April 24, 1952; Great Blue Hill near Milton, Mass. (BBU 1148)
2:30 p.m. (EST) AF Cambridge Research Center, Radar Systems Lsb, Electronics Research Div, electronics engineers, Alfred P. Furnish and Herbert J. Brun, and MIT electrical engineering senior Joseph Page, were in an observation tower on top of Great Blue Hill saw to the NW 2 very thin flat, dull reddish orange squarish objects with no corners or ovals pulled in at the waist about 10-15 ft wide, with a lip around outer edges, fly wobbly in consistently undulating "swooping" motion in horizontal flight at about 2,000 ft altitude. Objects then climbed about 15° elevation at an estimated 240 mph, then flew away and disappeared due to distance. No trail or exhaust, no sound, visibility 70+ miles. [Unclear whether observers used 6x aircraft tracking telescope.] (Berliner; FUFOR Index; Loren Gross Jan-May 1952)

Squarish Objects Observed By Tower Crew
April 24, 1952
Milton, Mass.

Brad Sparks:
April 24, 1952; Great Blue Hill nr. Milton, Mass. (BBU 1148)
2:30 p.m. (EST) AF Cambridge Research Center, Radar Systems Lsb, Electronics Research Div, electronics engineers, Alfred P. Furnish and Herbert J. Brun, and MIT electrical engineering senior Joseph Page, were in an observation tower on top of Great Blue Hill saw to the NW 2 very thin flat, dull reddish orange squarish objects with no corners or ovals pulled in at the waist about 10-15 ft wide, with a lip around outer edges, fly wobbly in consistently undulating "swooping" motion in horizontal flight at about 2,000 ft altitude. Objects then climbed about 15° elevation at an estimated 240 mph, then flew away and disappeared due to distance. No trail or exhaust, no sound, visibility 70+ miles. [Unclear whether observers used 6x aircraft tracking telescope.] (Berliner; FUFOR Index; Loren Gross Jan-May 1952)

Dan Wilson:
April 24, 1952; Great Blue Hill near Milton, Massachusetts (BBU 1148)
The objects were viewed through a standard U.S. Army Battery Commander's telescope (H. C. M65) which was mounted on a unit
equipped with hand wheels and other controls. The objects were observed for approximately 1 1/2 to 2 minutes.

Martin Shough:
In my personal opinion I'd rate this one as somewhere between 3 and 4. It's really weird - as reported - but we just don't have enough info to force a 5. The kite-like or debris-like fluttering and the *possibility* of misjudged size/distance/speed are enough to keep it below 4 in spite of the strange motion and appearance.

Date: Sat, 25 Feb 2012 16:45:19 -0000
From: "Martin Shough" <parcellular@btinternet.com>
Subject: April 24, 1952; Great Blue Hill nr. Milton, Mass. (BBU 1148): DECAT
To: DECAT, CE



This is quite a strange one. The observers disagree somewhat about the shape of these objects (one says they were somewhat figure-of-eight shaped or elliptical "pulled in at the waist", the other that they were diamond-shaped changing to elliptical), but otherwise the descriptions are pretty close. Basically these objects hovered for about 20 sec, an estimated 2 mi away, then rose perpendicularly at a rapid rate, then started to move horizontally to the right (generally East) through 62-65 deg (precision of "62" suggests an approximate angular measurement, presumably via azimuth circle attached to the mounted telescope, not a guess) in approximately 1 minute (horizontal motion duration = total duration 1.5 - 2 min, minus >20 sec initial hover and ascent, and minus un-timed final ascent to disappearance), all the while with this undulating or fluttering motion "like a magic carpet".

It's difficult to see any ordinary explanation other than windborn objects of some sort.

The wind is given as 4 mph from random directions, so may have been blowing fro W to E at the time. The angular rate is in the order 1 deg / sec. To achieve this angular rate at a windborne speed of 4 mph they would need to have been closer than about 340 ft. Since they were estimated to be 2 mi away this implies a distance error factor of about 30.

For objects estimated to be10-20ft across at 2 mi range the *implied* true or naked-eye angular size is = ~3 - 6 arcmin (effective angular size through the 6-power scope would be 18 - 36 arcmin). At say 300 ft range that angular size equates to about 6 inches, implying the same error factor for estimated size (6" x 30 = 15 ft)

Estimated speed(s) during the E - W phase or different poritons of it were 150 mph (Spot Intelligence Report), 200mph or 240 mph (witness interview reports). Applying the same error factor to the average estimated E-W speed would yield a speed of 6 1/2 mph, very close to the wind speed.

So IMO really it comes down to this question: Could the two observers - using the 6-power telescope - have grossly misjudged distance, size and speed all by the same factor of about 30?

If Yes, then these odd, shape-changing reddish things *could* in principle have been windborn objects a few inches across - given the rapid initial ascent, perhaps partially-buoyant deflating party balloons, or something similar. If No, then then we certainly have two of the strangest UFOs in the files.

Martin Shough


June 17, 1952; Cape Cod, Mass (BBU 1299)
1:28 a.m. USAF pilot of F-94 jet interceptor saw a light like a bright star cross the nose of the jet. No further information in the files. (Berliner)


July 1, 1952; Lynn & Bedford, Massachussetts (BBU)
7:25/7:30 a.m. (EDT).  2 F-94's scrambled (at 7:25?) to intercept UFO that a GOC spotter saw heading SW over Boston, no radar contact and F-94's searched area found nothing.  Erwin W. Nelson and wife at Lynn (9 mi NE of Boston) at 7:31-7:34 noticed two vapor trails from the climbing jets, looked around, saw in the W a bright silver "cigar shaped object about six times as long as it was wide" heading SW over Boston at a very high altitude, speed a little faster than the two jets. An identical UFO was following the first some distance back.  No vapor trails.  Witnesses watched the F-94's search back and forth far below the UFO's. At 7:30 AF Capt. Robert E. Metcalf, Petroleum Officer, 6520th Supply Sq, 6520th Test Support Wing, and USAF air policemen MSgt James Stiner and MSgt Joseph R. Bosh, 6520th Air Police Sq., near Hangar B, Hanscom Field, Bedford, Mass. (15 mi NW of Boston, W of Lynn) saw the two jets, looked for what they were intercepting and saw to the E [?] a 100 ft long silvery ellipse “fatter than a cigar” traveling SW but did not spot the 2nd UFO. At two points object seemed to hover for a few secs, then continued at about 40,000 ft.  Object path intersected contrails of the two jets heading SE.  Metcalf lost sight of object on his way to the Tower after a few (2-3?) mins then caught sight again at about 7:40, noting it had increased distance “considerably,” but lost it at the Tower and unable to see it with unaided eye or 7x50mm binoculars.  (Sparks;  Maxwell BB Microfilm Roll 11, pp. 485ff.Ruppelt) 	15+ mins	7+ witnesses

July 1, 1952; Lexington, Ma (BBU)
7:30 AM. Capt. Metcalf observed a milky white object shaped like an "elongated oval" but "fatter than a cigar", about 100 feet in length or slightly larger than a four-engine airliner, having indistinct outlines at the rear resembling either a very short exhaust or a blurred tail section, with a narrow ridge along the top side, but without wings or any other aerodynamic features. (BB Files, Sparks)


July 16, 1952; Beverly, Mass (BBU 1501)
9:35 a.m. U.S. Coast Guard photographer Seaman Shell R. Alpert saw several bright lights through a window screen (no glass) from his position inside the air station photo lab while cleaning a camera, watched them for 5-6 secs, called out to another Coast Guardsman, Hospitalman 1st Class Thomas E. Flaherty from sick bay to see. Objects dimmed then brightened suddenly, Alpert grabbed a camera and filmed 4 roughly elliptical irregular blobs of light in formation through the screen, on Super XX cut film 4 x 5 inch format, lens set at infinity, aperture f/4.7, 1/30 sec exposure. (Berliner; etc.)


July 22, 1952; Near Braintree, bet. Boston and Provincetown, Mass.(BBU 1556)
10:20 and 10:47 p.m. (EST). USAF pilot and radar operator of F-94B jet interceptor saw a large round spinning object throwing off a blue light. At 10:47 p.m., same or different F-94B jet fighter chased blue­green or green object circling at high speed, with airborne radar tracking and lock on. Another [?] F-94 intercepted 2 objects with flickering white light and swishing circling blue light which passed the jet, with airborne radar tracking and ground visual observation. [Confusion with Misawa case below??] (Berliner; cf. Weinstein)

July 22, 1952; Boston, Mass (BBU)
10:25 p.m.. F-89 crews attempted to intercept UFO observed visually. No radar contact. Afterburners used with no success. (BB files; FUFOR Index)

July 22, 1952. Quincy, Mass (BBU 1556)
From 10:45 to 10:48 p.m. (EST) Officer of the Day, Navy Lt Cdr W. J. Adams, with Marine Air Detachment S/Sgt Anthony Di Nallo, at Squantum Naval Air Station, Quincy (and Navy Seaman Rolf Hellum 1 mile to S and possibly 1-2 other base personnel) received calls from 6 civilians inarea (total duration 7-8 mins apparently beginning about 10:40 p.m.) then looked and saw 2 blue-green lights brighter than magnitude +1 stars maneuvering and passing over base, possibly at 800-900 mph at 40,000 to 50,000 ft, first seen in SE at 45° elevation then moved directly overhead [90°] reversed course back to SE to 45° elevation without noticeable turning, then again passed overhead this making wide arc to NE without changing altitude. Not dimmed by distance, disappeared suddenly as if switched turned off one light then the other at 10:48 p.m. (EST).

July 22, 1952. Quincy, Mass (BBU 1556)
At 10:47 p.m. (EST) 2nd UFO sighting by USAF pilot Lt Charles R. Hearn and radar observer Lt Charles E. West in F-94B jet fighter at 35,000 ft and 210 knots IAS heading 180° (at 42°10’ N, 71° W) sighted green object with visual for about 30 secs then pilot kept eyes on instrument panel, kicked in afterburner to chase, got airborne radar tracking of F-94-sized target for 4 mins starting at about 10,000 to 12,000 yards range (about 6-7 mi) with 50 knot closure rate keeping UFO at 5° high and 5° to left then got radar lockon but at 3,000 yards (about 2 mi) UFO broke lock with hard right downward turn and disappeared. (Sparks; BB & AFOSI files; Berliner; cf. Weinstein) 


July 23, 1952. Near Boston, Mass (BBU)
1:15-1:18 a.m. (EST). Watch duty CG Seaman Henry Arnpriester, Nahant Coast Guard Station, sighted 2 bluish flat disc-shaped objects side-by-side estimated 5 ft in diameter (at 1,100 to 2,000 ft altitude?) in the SE at about 45° elevation descending and headed NW towards him until reaching distance of about 1-1/2 miles when suddenly reversed direction like “a ball bouncing off a wall” returning to SE and climbing without any change in apparent speed until gradually disappearing due to distance. [See July 22 sightings near Boston / Braintree, Mass.] (Sparks; AFOSI files; Saunders/FUFOR Index)

July 23, 1952; Nahant, MA
2:15-218 a.m. A Seaman on watch at Nahant Coast Guard Station observed two (2) bluish lights approximately 5 feet in diameter, appearing as flat, disc-shaped objects having no aerodynamic features and moving without sound or exhaust trail at a speed faster than a four-engine airliner at an altitude of 1,100 to 2,000 feet. When they were at a distance of approximately 1 1/2miles from the point of observation, they executed an extremely sharp turn, described by observer to be similar to the path of a ball bouncing off a wall. (BB files)





